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of a mine I have myself contrived, and several trains that lead
to it from different parts of my room, I can in an instant blow
my little study, the would-be rescuers, the papers and my own
self, fifty feet into the air.    But, if I am entirely forsaken, and
if, between this and April 22, Easter Sunday, I do not receive
a promise, signed by the King or by the Count de Broglio,  to
the effect that reparation will be made to me for all the ills I
have endured at the hands of M. de Guerchy, .then, sir, I de-
clare to you formally and authentically, I shall lose all hope,
and in forcing me to ernbrace the cause of the King, of England,,
of his ministry and of the Houses of the Lords and Commons,
you must makeup your mind to a war at no distant period, of
which I shall surely be but Hie innocent cause, and this war will
be inevitable.   The King of England will be driven into it by
the nature of circumstances, by the voice of the nation, and by
the opposition which is gaining, rather than losing, in strength.
Here, sir, is my confession, and here are all the evils that will
have been prepared by M. de Guerchy and his gang.    Behold
your great project, so glorious for the Eang and so advantageous
to Prance, turning against you.    Tour reply, sir, fully authentic,
and signed by the Counsellor, or at least by his deputy, will
inform me if, by next Easter at the latest, I am to remain an
honest Frenchman, or become, in spite of myself,  an honest
Englishman.' *

The King took the matter coolly enough. He knew
Ms man, and must have been full well persuaded *that
he could safely rely upon his loyalty and attachment to
his person, and that there was consequently no imme-
diate cause for alarm. When informed for the first
time of the tempting offers made to .the Chevalier in.
England, he merely said : < I do not believe that D'Eoii
will become an Englishman, for he has nothing to gain
from the ministry, and what will he do if he joins the
opposition? Send him two hundred <3uc.atj3 . .' . ' and
then he wrote word to Tercier, <. . . I have nothing to
say as regard^ the Sieur D'Eon. I doubt that we should
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